
  Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County    

              General Meeting Minutes        

                       16 February, 2014 

 

2pm. February General Meeting was called to order by President Harriet Bolin.  Also present were Marsha 

Zitzelberger, 1st VP and Program Director; Mary Lois Kelley, 2nd VP and Membership Chairman; Judy 

Warensford, Treasurer; Jane Burr, Recording and Corresponding Secretary; Elliott C Lee, Web Master; Dianne 

Gorshon, Newsletter Editor; Louise Caccamise, Past President.   

Harriet introduced herself as the new President for 2014. 

Harriet announced the 50:50 raffle was being conducted; winners will now be announced at the end of the 

meeting. 

Harriet asked for visitors:  Marsha’s granddaughter, Andy Elizabeth, was present with her American Girl doll. 

Harriet said the minutes had been posted to the Website; Marsha made a motion to accept.  Harriet said they 

would be accepted as posted.  

Harriet asked for Judy for the Treasurer’s Report.   Balance from December was $4952.63.  After 9 dues were 

paid and auditor’s adjustment was made, the balance as of this day is $5007.95.  Judy presented the 2014 

Budget of $1570. Carol Izzo made a motion to file. A question was asked about periodicals being included in 

the Budget.  Harriet said they would be covered in the “Miscellaneous.”   Motion approved. 

Marsha said the March speaker will be Dale Stewart, a Roots and Branches member, “Who’s Your Daddy?” 

Future speakers will be talking about Florida topics. 

Harriet asked Mary Lois for the Membership Report.  There are 51 paid members and 40 memberships. The 

new Yearbook will include members who have paid their dues by March 1.  She is still lacking several 

members’ pictures for the Yearbook. John Izzo took several photographs for her. 

Dianne gave a Newsletter Report.           

 - She sent an email on February 11 with the deadline for the next newsletter, March 5.    

 - Anyone who is not receiving her emails or the January Newsletter please sign her sheet. 

 - Suggested topics for the Newsletter:  What’s going on within the group? What are you doing in your  

  research?  How did you get your information?        

 - There will be an on-line course sponsored by “Dear Myrtle” called “Mastering Genealogy.”  All classes  

  will be on the “Dear Myrtle” site and will be available as U-tube presentations even if the original 

  broadcast is missed.            

 - Please complete the December survey if you have not already done so. 

Elliott said he had nothing to report except a request that everyone check the Roots and Branches Website. 

Harriet said there is an orange clipboard on the back table with the dates of each meeting for the year.  2 

people are needed to set up the tables and chairs for each meeting; sign the clipboard and then come at 1pm 

to prepare the room for that day’s meeting.  

Harriet distributed flyers about the Imperial Polk Genealogical Society 2014 Seminar with Judy G Russell in 

Lakeland on Saturday, April 12. Because it is a 2 ½ hour drive, it would be a good idea to carpool; if anyone is 

interested in attending, contact Harriet.  



Harriet said there is a need for someone to coordinate the calendar in the Genealogy Room.  There are 

already many members who cover certain times on a regular basis.  Cindy Stewart-Raynor volunteers every 

Sunday and agreed to do the calendar. 

Harriet presented a renewal notice from The American Genealogy Society.  Bob Weaver said the DeLand 

Library has always paid for this. There was discussion about the magazine, who uses it, etc.  Cindy said it is 

available on-line, but recommended we should continue with the magazine subscription.  It will be tabled for 

the next Board Meeting.  

Harriet said there is another clip board with a blue signup sheet for those who will present a short talk on the 

topic, “My Most Wonderful and Exciting Discovery.”  Each month one person can talk for up to 5 minutes. This 

month Harriet started the program by telling about one of her discoveries.  She had traced her family back to 

1623, when they arrived on the second boat arriving in Plymouth, Massachusetts.  Her brother went there and 

almost by accident, found a book about her family called The Jenny Book which helped her fill in all the 

“blanks” in her research. 

Marsha introduced Carolyn Carlisle who talked about DNA.  Carolyn is available in the South East Volusia 

Library in New Smyrna Beach 1-3pm Mondays. Carolyn gave an overview of the testing companies: 23 and 

Me, Family Tree DNA, Ancestry DNA and My Heritage with contact information.  

Louise Caccamise invited everyone to visit the Friends of the Library Book Store after the meeting. 

3:45 pm.  Meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

 


